
Aegis (Academic Enrichment for Gifted/Talented in Summer) programs are funded through the Arkansas 
Department of Education, at the approval of our state legislators.  The SUMMERSTAGE program is the AEGIS 
program that is run by TheatreSquared. 
 
 

A year-round professional theatre, founded in 2004. 
Recognized by the American Theatre Wing, founder of the Tony Awards, as one of the nation’s ten most 
promising emerging theatres. 
Has produced 62 professional productions.   
JUST moved into our brand-new facility at 477 West Spring Street – the corner of West and Spring in 
Downtown Fayetteville, Arkansas.   
 
 

➢ Bring together a company of 20 talented rising 9th-11th grade student from all over the state of Arkansas 
to collaborate with one another.   

➢ Explore non-traditional methodologies of creating theatrical performance, placing the student in the dual 
role of writer and performer. 

➢ Give students the opportunity to work with professional artists.   
➢ Create an end-of-session showcase of the week of work.   

 
 

➢ Students are expected to follow all instructions given to them by any member of the SummerStage 
faculty and staff, and to be respectful of their instructors and peers at all times.  

➢ Stealing, bullying or harmful behavior  under any circumstances will result in immediate dismissal. 
➢ Even if they don’t always do so at home, students are expected to take one shower every day.  We are 

doing a lot of physical activity, it’s hot and we are living and working together in close quarters. 
 

➢ Students will stay be with one of the instructors at all times during the program.   
➢ Official name tags must be worn at all times, unless instructed otherwise. Name tags are required for 

admittance into the student’s residence hall and the dining hall. 
➢ Possession or use of alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, or other illegal drugs will result in 

immediate dismissal. 
➢ If for any reason a student is unable to participate in classes for more than one full day, they may be 

asked to leave the program.   If the student is dismissed, an authorized individual must pick the student 
up from campus within a reasonable amount of time.    

➢ Unless they are engaged in a program-sponsored activity, participants must be in their rooms by 10p.m. 
each night, with lights out at 11pm.  

➢ Damage to property of SummerStage, TheatreSquared or The University of Arkansas will be replaced or 
repaired at the participant’s expense.  
 

➢ Because of the short duration of the program, visitors will not be permitted on campus except in 
emergency situations.   

➢ In the case of an emergency that necessitates an in-person visit with a student, one of the 
Parent/Guardians or Emergency Contacts from the student’s Agreement and Responsibility Form should 
contact the PROGRAM MANAGER, Jordan Haynes, to make arrangements for the visit.   Jordan can be 
reached via email at jordan@theatresquared.org or on his cell phone at 501-208-3668. 

 

mailto:jordan@theatresquared.org


Residence hall rooms do NOT have land lines available. Students may use personal cell phones only during 
non-class time or when they are invited to use them during classes.    
No calls - incoming or outgoing - are allowed between 11pm. and 7am.  
 
 

If you need to ship something to a student, you can mail it to: 
               TheatreSquared 
                ATTN: SummerStage/[StudentName] 
                PO BOX 4188 
                Fayetteville, AR 72702 
 
 

There will be a first aid station on site in both the residence hall and the theatre with cold storage for medicine. 
Medical emergencies will be referred to the local walk-in clinic or hospital. We will contact you immediately if 
your student is being taken to either a clinic or the hospital.  You have provided SummerStage with insurance 
information and a copy of the student’s medical insurance card.  If you have elected to not provide us with the 
documentation, we will ask for you to sign a waiver and agreement that you will be financially responsible for 
the student if they do require medical care during the week that they are with us for SummerStage.   
 
 

The final day of the SummerStage program will include a public performance of the student showcase.   
Parents, family and friends are encouraged to attend the performance.   
The performance will begin at 1pm on Saturday, June 22.   
The PERFORMANCE will take place at THEATRESQUARED, located at 477 West Spring Street.  
You will have a chance to congratulate your student in the lobby for a few minutes, then we will take them back 
for a  final meeting with faculty.  They will be ready for check out at 3pm.  
CHECK OUT will be back at the dorm on campus (Gibson Hall, located at 1050 W. Dickson Street).   
Only individuals who have been authorized to check the student out by their parent or guardian will be allowed 
to leave the campus with a student.  Dinner will not be served that day.  The residence hall will close at 4pm.  
 

 
There are several parking lots and 
parking decks within close proximity to 
the theatre.  The closest is the SPRING 
STREET Parking Deck directly across 
from the theatre.   
 

Parking is free until 2pm.   
 

The showcase will likely be 45minutes to 
one hour in duration, so you’ll be fine for 
the performance, but you’ll want to add 
payment if you stay downtown between 
the showcase and the check out time at 
3pm.   
 

Payment is collected at the kiosk (cash 
or card) or you can download the PAY 
BY PHONE app for your phone, enter 
2525 as your parking district and enter 
your space number to pay that way.   
 
 



 

 
  

Program Director 

morgan@theatresquared.org 

479-409-7587 

Contact with questions about the curriculum, 

program goals or behavioral concerns 

 

Program Manager 

jordan@theatresquared.org 

501-208-3668 

Contact with questions about procedures, logistics, 

closing day schedule, changing contact information, 

changing authorized individuals to check students 

out. 

Hall Director 

emily@theatresquared.org 

479-530-1369 

Contact with issues that require you to get in touch 

with students immediately. 

 

Our faculty members are professional artists, who hold Masters Degrees in their artistic disciplines.  Over the course of the 

eight days, students will be given the opportunity to work with professional directors, playwrights, poets, musicians and 

performers.  These professional artists, who have years of experience teaching, will help guide the students through the 

process of creating original work through non-traditional methodologies.  All of our faculty and staff have passed 

Background Checks, have training in working with minors and are experienced teaching artists.   

Morgan Hicks  Program Director & Acting Coach 
Morgan serves as an assistant professor at the University of Arkansas where she teaches Theatre History and Directing and 
recently directed shows such as Lysistrata, Eurydice, As You Like It, The Exonerated and Vinegar Tom. She is a co-founder 
of TheatreSquared where she serves as the Director of Education and Program Development and has directed numerous 
shows including A Christmas Carol, Noises Off, Boeing Boeing, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged), 
Fully Committed, The Mystery of Irma Vep, Murder For Two and The Dingdong. Previously she served as general manager of 
Writer’s Theatre in Chicago and company manager of BareStage in Missouri. She holds a BFA in Acting from Arkansas State 
University, an MA in Performance Studies from Missouri State University, and an MFA in Directing from the University of 
Arkansas and studied Political Theatre at the University of Ulster in Northern Ireland. Each summer, Morgan directs the 
TheatreSquared Shakespeare Academy, where she has directed teens in productions of Midsummer Night's Dream, Much 
Ado About Nothing, The Tempest, Hamlet, and Macbeth. 

 

Jordan Haynes  Program Manager & Improv Coach 
An Arkansas native, Jordan spent over four years studying improvisation in Chicago. There he worked professionally as an 
actor and improviser for The Second City Works ensemble, as well as improvising with a Harold team at the IO Theater and 
two house ensembles with The Playground Theater. In the realm of sketch comedy, Jordan has performed at The Annoyance 
Theater, High Concept Laboratories, and with his sketch group, “Phat Beethoven”, in comedy festivals around the country. 
He’s been an active teaching Artist since 2010; leading teen workshops in Improvisation (TheatreSquared), Writing Through 
Improvisation, Creating Character From Physicality (Arkansas Thespian Festival), Team Building, and Character 
Development (Delta Summer Stages). He has also led adult workshops in sketch writing, improvisation, and corporate team 
building for multiple organizations since 2015. Jordan has a B.A. in Theatre from the University of Arkansas and is a graduate 
of the Second City Conservatory. 
 

Emily Tomlinson  Hall Director & Movement Coach 
A University of Arkansas graduate, Emily has extensive experience both as a teaching artist and an actor. She has spent 
summers teaching at TheatreSquared’s Summer Shakespeare Academy, working with youth at Arts Live Theatre, and has 
toured Arkansas with Trike Theatre – Northwest Arkansas’ Professional Theatre for Youth. As an actor, Emily has appeared in 
numerous shows including Uncle, What God Hath Wrought, and Swimming with Van Gogh, Staging the Daffy Dame 
(TheatreSquared), Cinderella Confidential (Trike Theatre), As You Like It (Classical Edge Theatre Company),The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, and Macbeth. Emily holds a BA in Drama from the University of Arkansas and an MFA in Performing 
Arts from the Savannah College of Art and Design. 
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Joe Binzer  Resident Assistant  
Joseph is an actor and playwright from Savannah, GA. He has appeared in various productions including Cabaret, Legally 
Blonde, and God of Carnage. He has written and produced The People We’re Not, a one -man show. He has also appeared in 
Amazon’s Z: The Beginning of Everything. Joseph holds a BA in Film, Television, and Theatre from the University of Notre 
Dame and an MFA in Performing Arts from the Savannah College of Art and Design. 

Rachel Lynette  Playwriting Coach 
Rachel graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 2011 with a BA in Theatre and an MFA in Theatre from the University 
of Arkansas in 2015. She has taught at the University of Arkansas, Northwest Arkansas Community College, University of 
Arkansas-Upward Bound, and 2015 Summer Stages with Theatresquared. Rachel is an AIE rostered teaching artist with the 
Arkansas Arts Council and, in her free time, sometimes write plays. As a playwright, she's had plays produced across the 
country and she's received honorable mention for the 2017 Kilroy's List based in Los Angeles. She currently serves as the 
Artistic Director of the Arts Center of the Ozarks.   

 

Marty Shutter  Songwriting Coach 
Marty is an actor, musician and writer from Chicago and Arkansas.  Shutter is a graduate of The Second City Conservatory, iO 
Improv Program, Annoyance Theater’s improv school and the University of Arkansas.   For two years, he improvised in Twisty, 
the Second City’s House Improv Ensemble.  An accomplished musician, Shutter has written, performed and recorded over 30 
full-length rock and roll albums and scored several films and commercials.   His on-camera credits include national 
commercials, local commercials, films and TV series.  As a teacher, Shutter has taught improv for 10+ years and occasionally 
performs with Fayetteville’s Attractive Nuisance.  A trained journalist and marketer, Shutter currently splits his time between his 
own artistic endeavors and as Marketing Director for one of the most awarded breweries in the South.   Foods: Fried Chicken, 
Korean Fried Chicken, Nashville Hot Chicken, Pancakes, and Pizza.    
 

NaTosha De'Von  Poetry Coach 
Na'Tosha is a writer and performer whose recent one woman show, "Ain't I A Woman" was featured at TheatreSquared's 
Arkansas New Play Fest.  Other regional credits include As You Like It, with The Classical Edge Theatre, and The Good 
People of South Fayetteville at Artists Lab Theatre. She has written, performed and toured her poetry shows “Unaccompanied” 
and "Microphones and Magic” and is set to release her debut poetry book Quiet As its Kept in April. Television credits includ e 
the TBN series Chase the Lion. At the University of Arkansas she has appeared in Macbeth, Life is a Dream, Clybourne Park, 
Avenue Q, Lysistrata, and The Metal Children. She holds a BA in theatre from Jackson State University and an MFA in acting 
from the University of Arkansas. 

Rebecca Rivas  Acting Coach 
Rebecca is an Assistant Professor in UTEP’s Department of Theatre and Dance, where she teaches Voice and Movement, 
Acting, Dialects and Accents as well as Musical Theatre. Rebecca just finished directing this season's production of  The House 
on Mango Street and Old Scrooge in the department's holiday production of Humbug & Sugar Plum. She is a co-founder of the 
department’s annual Chican@/Latin@ Theatre Series, where her play  Colitas de Rana was produced this May. Other directing 
credits include Labyrinth of Desire,Esperanza Rising, The Arabian Nights, Electricidad & Alicia in Wonder Tierra. Her El Paso 
acting credits include Frontera Repertory Theatre’s one-woman show Highway 47 and Grace Note. When she is not teaching at 
UTEP, Rebecca often works with the regional professional company, TheatreSquared, appearing as Carly in  Reasons to be 
Pretty, The Ding Dong and in a wide array of roles in their annual New Play Fesitvals. She is a native El Pasoan. She holds an 
MFA from the University of Arkansas. 

Trey Smith  Activities Coordinator 
Trey is an actor, a Fayetteville native, and a very recent graduate of the University of Arkansas where he received his Bachelor 
of Arts in Theatre. He has appeared in productions at the Arts Center of the Ozarks, TheatreSquared's Arkansas New Play 
Fest, and at the University of Arkansas in The Mountaintop, Avenue Q, American Idiot, Angels in America, Twelfth Night, Rise, 
Topdog/Underdog and She Kills Monsters. He recently directing an undergraduate production of Dream of the Burning Boy.   In 
the fall, Trey will be joining the cast of The Poe Show for the TheatreSquared Schools Tour, which will visit over 70 schools 
across Arkansas.   

Anna Grace Estes  Activities Coordinator 
Anna Grace is from Little Rock, AR. She is a senior at the University of Arkansas, where and her performance credits include: 
Bad Idea Bear, Mrs. T, Ensemble in Avenue Q, Ensemble in Assassins and Agnes in She Kills Monsters.   Other credits include, 
Elle in Legally Blonde: The Musical, and Kitty in The Drowsy Chaperone. She attended Arkansas Governor’s School for Drama, 
and has been involved in productions at the Arkansas Arts Center Children’s Theatre. She hopes to pursue a career in  acting 
after graduating, and move to New York City. She also hopes to attend Graduate School to further her training in theatre at 
some point in the future. 

 
We know that you have had to take time out of your schedules and adjust your summer plans to make this possible for 

your student, so you want to thank you for giving them this opportunity to grow and shine! 

 


